
By 1968, the national civil-
rights movement had won a 

series of landmark victories. 
Civil-rights activists could take 

pride in the passing of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act; the desegregation of public 

schools; the election of the first black senator, Edward 
Brooke of Massachusetts in 1966; the appointment of the 
first black Supreme Court justice, Thurgood Marshall, in 
1967; and promising advances in voting rights. 

However, these triumphs were accompanied by bloodshed 
and fear. Blacks continued to suffer widespread discrimina-
tion and terrifying acts of violence and intimidation. 1968 
became a year of urban riots, as race-related conflicts ex-
ploded in cities across the country, including Chicago, Los 
Angeles and Philadelphia. 
 
Not surprisingly, relationships between people of different 
races remained taboo in many places in 1968. By summer 
1967, laws prohibiting interracial sexual relations and mar-
riage still had not been overturned in 16 states. Until then, in-
dividuals found guilty of miscegenation (marrying or having 
sexual relations with someone of a different race) could face 
stiff fines, felony convictions and up to 10 years in prison. 

In 1958, Richard Loving and Mildred Jeter of Virginia trav-
eled to Washington, D.C., to marry. A few months after their 
return, they were convicted of violating the state’s Racial In-
tegrity Act. They were sentenced to one year in jail, although 
the sentence was suspended providing they left the state. 
They moved to Washington, D.C., and in 1963 teamed with 
the American Civil Liberties Union to overturn the rulings 
as a violation of the Fourteenth Amendment. Loving v. Vir-
ginia was tried before the U.S. Supreme Court and on June 
12, 1967, the justices ruled unanimously that Virginia’s law, 
and all similar laws in other states, were unconstitutional. 

Even though mixed-race couples could marry legally by 
1968, many found it difficult to protect themselves from the 
widespread disdain and discrimination that followed their 
unions. Though no complete records exist of the discrimina-
tory crimes committed against mixed-race couples and fami-

lies, anecdotal accounts abound. Couples recount being 
denied housing or being forced out of town under threat of 
violence. Others recall whispered insults and hostile stares 
in stores and movie theaters or obscene comments shouted 
from car windows. Some endured vandalism to their homes 
and cars, lost their jobs or were blackballed from member-
ship in social and charitable organizations. Some marriages 
caused deep schisms within families, estranging couples 
from parents and siblings.

In spite of these adversities, many interracial relationships 
flourished and endured. Some couples found refuge by relo-
cating to liberal northern cities. Many also found strength 
by becoming members of accepting church congregations. 
Unitarian and Presbyterian churches in the U.S. were espe-
cially supportive of mixed-race couples; in 1966, both de-
nominations issued statements of support for interracial 
marriage. In 1967, the more conservative Catholic Church 
also came out in favor of such relationships, months prior to 
the Loving v. Virginia decision. 

Still, these early gestures of support did little to improve the 
day-to-day lives of many interracial marriages. Public opinion 
remained harsh, and the accumulated weight of daily snubs 
and stares sometimes became unbearable. Yet, those early 
precedent setters were crucial to the eventual widespread ac-
ceptance of mixed-race relationships in the United States. 

In 1970, fewer than two percent of all American marriages 
were between people of different races. Today, interracial 
couples make up almost 10 percent of American marriages. 
The increase has been accompanied by slow acceptance and 
appreciation for such couples and their families. June 12, 
also known as Loving Day, is celebrated as an annual holi-
day by mixed-race families throughout the country.
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