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                The Pitmen Painters

            

    
      by Lee Hall

inspired by a book by William Feaver

directed by BJ Jones

    

    Chicago Premiere

     Sep 6, 2011 - Dec 4, 2011  


        
          

    

    

    
      
        
          
            

          


                  

          
             Heralded in London and on Broadway, this new play by the Tony Award- winning writer of Billy Elliot is based on a triumphant true story. A group of miners in Northern England taking an art appreciation class start experimenting with painting and soon build an astonishing body of work that makes them the unlikeliest of art world sensations. An arresting and hilarious salute to the power of individual expression and the collective spirit, The Pitmen Painters is a deeply moving and timely look at art, class and politics.

          

                    


                


                    


    

  


		

	


	
  
          
    
      Meet the Artists

      
        [image: ]
      
      
          Learn more about the cast and production team behind the show.
      

      Meet the Artists
      

    
  
        
    
      Reviews & Features
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        Catch the buzz, critical praise, and reactions from the audience.
      

      View All
      

    
  

        
      
        Discussions & Events
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          Join us for post-show discussions and other events featuring special guests close to the story and themes explored in The Pitmen Painters.
        

        View All Discussions
        

      
    
            
    
      Explore & Learn
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        Explore & Learn more about The Pitmen Painters with an interactive historical timeline, in-depth articles about the historical background, artist interviews and more. 

      


      Explore this Show
      

    
  
  






  

      
    

    
      
    

  
                
            
                
    	
      
                
          Lee Hall            
      
      Playwright    
	
      
                
          BJ Jones            
      
      Director    
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        [image: ]
        
          Andrew Carter    ^         
      
      Robert Lyon    
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          Jordan Brown            
      
      YOUNG Lad, Ben Nicholson    
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          James Houton            
      
      Harry Wilson    
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          Dennis William Grimes *   ^         
      
      Robert Lyon    


    	
      
                
          William Dick *           
      
      George Brown    
	
      
                
          Dan Waller            
      
      Oliver Kilbourn    
	
      
                
          Steven Pringle            
      
      Jimmy Floyd    
	
      
                
          Loretta Rezos            
      
      Helen Sutherland    


    	
      
                
          Amanda Schaar            
      
      Susan Parks    


            
        
    
            
        

              Production Team
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          Josephine Kearns *   ^         
      
      Cover Stage Manager    
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          Julie Eberhardt            
      
      Props Designer     
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          Ana Espinosa *           
      
      Stage Manager    
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          Charles Cooper   # ^         
      
      Lighting Designer    
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          Mike Tutaj   # ^         
      
      Projections Designer    
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          Maren Robinson    +         
      
      Dramaturg    


    	
      
                
          Timothy Mann            
      
      Scenic Designer    
	
      
                
          Jacqueline Firkins   #         
      
      Costume Dsigner    
	
      
                
          Joshua Horvath            
      
      Sound Designer    
	
      
                
          Dina Spoerl            
      
      Lobby Design    


            
        
    
    
    
    


    
      * Member of Actors Equity Association

      # Member of United Scenic Artists

      ~ Member of Stage Directors and Choreographers Society

      + TimeLine Company Member

      ^ TimeLine Associate Artist

      § TimeLine Playwrights Collective

        

    

 

  
      


		    
		      
		    

				  


		      Reviews


		    
		    	
				Chicago Tribune

		     	September 12, 2011
		        B.J. Jones’ earnest, moving and unpretentious production will, I suspect, be a very big hit for this savvy and growing company, where more and more Chicagoans have come, with reason, to trust the power, truth and integrity of the work.

			 
			 —Chris Jones				

			Read the full review

		    
	
				Chicago Critic

		     	September 12, 2011
		        TimeLine Theatre scores another terrific Chicago premiere … BJ Jones and his cast gave truthful performances that make the discussion of art fun.

			 
			 —Tom Williams				

			Read the full review

		    
	
				Examiner

		     	September 13, 2011
		        Directed by BJ Jones, TimeLine Theatre’s staging of the piece is a triumph of fine directing and deftly etched performances over a script that loses most of its story-telling momentum in the second act.

			 
			 —Catey Sullivan				

			Read the full review

		    


		    	
				Windy City Times

		     	September 21, 2011
		        Director B.J. Jones has assembled a cast of actors capable of projecting individualized conviction—whether that of sturdy Geordie colliers or effete city-dwellers—to forge unforgettable characters of depth far greater than the facile stereotypes of sentimental allegories.

			 
			 —Mary Shen Barnidge				

			Read the full review

		    


 
		 
		
		



            
  		      
  		        
              
                
              
            
				
     		   
		     	  Discussions & Events

			  

	            	
	                    Sunday Scholars Series

						October 23, 4:15 pm

					 This one-hour post-show panel discussion features experts on the themes of the play.



	                  Read More
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			Young Lad (Jordan Brown), Jimmy Floyd (Steven Pringle), Oliver Kilbourn (Dan Waller), Harry Wilson (James Houton) and George Brown (William Dick) are THE PITMEN PAINTERS in TimeLine’s Chicago premiere of Lee Hall’s play, inspired by a book by William Feaver, directed by BJ Jones.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Young Lad (Jordan Brown) and his fellow artists debate the meaning of a painting in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere of THE PITMEN PAINTERS by Lee Hall, inspired by a book by William Feaver, directed by BJ Jones. For more information, visit timelinetheatre.com.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Arts patron Helen Sutherland (Loretta Rezos, center) shows interest in a painting by George Brown (William Dick, far right), to the surprise of Brown’s fellow artists Harry Wilson (James Houton, background from left), Young Lad (Jordan Brown) and Jimmy Floyd (Steven Pringle) and guest Susan Parks (Amanda Schaar) in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere of THE PITMEN PAINTERS by Lee Hall, inspired by a book by William Feaver, directed by BJ Jones. 			Photo by Lara Goetch
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			Oliver Kilbourn (Dan Waller, left) quizzes his fellow art student Harry Wilson (James Houton) about the meaning of Harry’s latest work in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere of THE PITMEN PAINTERS by Lee Hall, inspired by a book by William Feaver, directed by BJ Jones. 			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Oliver Kilbourn (Dan Waller, right), a miner who isn’t sure how he feels about becoming a painter, with his fellow art class student George Brown (William Dick) in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere of THE PITMEN PAINTERS by Lee Hall, inspired by a book by William Feaver, directed by BJ Jones. 			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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                    “History: gossip well told.”                              — Elbert Hubbard
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “Those who don't know history are destined to repeat it.”                              — Edmund Burke
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “We learn from history that we learn nothing from history.”                              — George Bernard Shaw
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “Intimate, literate theater aimed at those with serious, curious minds.”                              — Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “People tend to forget that the word 'history' contains the word 'story.'”                              — Ken Burns
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