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                A House with No Walls

            

    
      by Thomas Gibbons

directed by Louis Contey

    

    Chicago Premiere

     Oct 29, 2008 - Dec 21, 2008  


        
          

    

    

    
      
                  

          
             From the author of Bee-Luther-Hatchee and Permanent Collection comes this inspired-by-real-life drama. Philadelphia wants to build its new American Museum of Liberty on the grounds of George Washington’s Philadelphia home and slave quarters. Soon a conservative academic star and a liberal political activist are confronting each other with polarizing questions of African-American legacy and identity. Elegantly juxtaposed with this contemporary conflict is the true story of one of Washington’s slaves as she contemplates escape. The result is a thought-provoking drama that asks vital questions about race in America, both where we’ve been and where we go next.

          

                    


                


                    


    

  


		

	


	
  
          
    
      Meet the Artists
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          Learn more about the cast and production team behind the show.
      

      Meet the Artists
      

    
  
        
    
      Reviews & Features
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        Catch the buzz, critical praise, and reactions from the audience.
      

      View All
      

    
  

        
      
        Discussions & Events
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          Join us for post-show discussions and other events featuring special guests close to the story and themes explored in A House with No Walls.
        

        View All Discussions
        

      
    
            
    
      Explore & Learn
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        Explore & Learn more about A House with No Walls with an interactive historical timeline, in-depth articles about the historical background, artist interviews and more. 

      


      Explore this Show
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          Louis Contey    ^         
      
      Director    


    	
      
                
          Thomas Gibbons            
      
      Playwright    


        
      
    
            
        

              Cast
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          Mark Richard *   ^         
      
      Park Ranger, Steven Gardner,  George Washington    


    	
      
                
          Leslie Ann Sheppard            
      
      Oney Judge    
	
      
                
          Amber Starr Friendly            
      
      Cadence Lane    
	
      
                
          A.C. Smith            
      
      Salif Camara    
	
      
                
          Steve O'Connell            
      
      Allen Rosen, Tobias Humphreys    


    	
      
                
          Eric Sherman-Christ            
      
      Austin Judge, Jacob Easton    


            
        
    
            
        

              Production Team


            
    	
      
        [image: ]
        
          Aaron Carter    ^         
      
      Dramaturg    
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          Andrew Hansen    ^         
      
      Composer and Sound Designer    
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          Collette Pollard   # ^         
      
      Scenic Designer    
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          Alex Wren Meadows            
      
      Costume Designer    
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          Andrew Hansen    ^         
      
      riginal Music and Sound Designer    
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          Mike Tutaj   # ^         
      
      Projections Designer    
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          Aaron Carter    ^         
      
      Dramaturg    


    	
      
                
          James Odgen            
      
      Technical Director    
	
      
                
          Diane D. Fairchild            
      
      Lighting Designer    
	
      
                
          Ann Meilahn            
      
      Properties Designer    
	
      
                
          Lucinda Z. Alipio            
      
      Assistant Director    


    	
      
                
          Jo Ann Flores-Deter            
      
      Stage Manager    
	
      
                
          Patrick Fries            
      
      Assistant Stage Manager    
	
      
                
          Sean T. Evans            
      
      Assistant Projections Disigner    
	
      
                
          Mac Vaughey            
      
      Master Electrician    


    	
      
                
          Kristin Eaves            
      
      Wardrobe Supervisor    
	
      
                
          Robert Coleman            
      
      Graphic Designer    
	
      
                
          James Keister            
      
      Lobby Display Graphic Designer    
	
      
                
          Kristopher McDowell            
      
      Production Manager    


            
        
    
    
    
    


    
      * Member of Actors Equity Association

      # Member of United Scenic Artists

      ~ Member of Stage Directors and Choreographers Society

      + TimeLine Company Member

      ^ TimeLine Associate Artist

      § TimeLine Playwrights Collective

        

    

 

  
      


		    
		      
		    

				  


		      Reviews


		    
		    	
				Newcity

		     	November 2, 2008
		        The smartest show you’ll see all year.

			 
			 —Monica Westin				

			Read the full review

		    


 
		 
		
		



            
  		      
  		        
              
                
              
            
				
     		   
		     	  Discussions & Events

			  

	            	
	                    Sunday Scholars Series

						November 16, 4:15 pm

					 This one-hour post-show panel discussion features experts on the themes of the play.



	                  Read More
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			Liberal political activist Salif Camara (A.C. Smith, left) and conservative academic star Cadence Lane (Amber Starr Friendly) clash over a controversy involving Philadelphia’s American Museum of Liberty in TimeLine Theatre's Chicago premiere ofThomas Gibbons’ A HOUSE WITH NO WALLS, directed by Louis Contey.			Photo by Lara Goetch
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			Austin Judge (Eric Sherman-Christ, left), who dreams of being free and living on a ship, doesn’t realize his sister Oney (Leslie Ann Sheppard) is plotting escape herself in TimeLine Theatre's Chicago premiere of Thomas Gibbons’ A HOUSE WITH NO WALLS, directed by Louis Contey.			Photo by Lara Goetch
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			Past and present collide as Cadence Lane (Amber Starr Friendly, right), a conservative academic investigating the controversy surrounding the site of George Washington’s Philadelphia home, delves into the story of Oney Judge (Leslie Ann Sheppard, left), one of Washington’s slaves, in TimeLine Theatre's Chicago premiere of Thomas Gibbons’A HOUSE WITH NO WALLS, directed by Louis Contey.			Photo by Lara Goetch
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			Past and present collide as Cadence Lane (Amber Starr Friendly, right), a conservative academic investigating the controversy surrounding the site of George Washington’s Philadelphia home, delves into the story of Oney Judge (Leslie Ann Sheppard, left), one of Washington’s slaves, in TimeLine Theatre's Chicago premiere of Thomas Gibbons’A HOUSE WITH NO WALLS, directed by Louis Contey.			Photo by Lara Goetch
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                    “One of the classiest and most consistently talented ensembles on the Off-Loop theatre scene.”                              — Newcity
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “We celebrate the past to awaken the future.”                              — John F. Kennedy
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “People tend to forget that the word 'history' contains the word 'story.'”                              — Ken Burns
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “Why doesn't New York have more Off-Broadway companies like TimeLine?”                              
              “I can't give you a simple answer to that tricky question, but I can tell you this: The fact that we don't is one of the many reasons why I've come to feel that the Windy City is blowing the Big Apple out of its once-secure spot at the top of America's theatrical tree.

”          

                    — Terry Teachout, The Wall Street Journal
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “A combination of panache and physical dynamism that I find altogether irresistible.”                              
              “The more I see of Chicago’s TimeLine Theatre Company, the more impressed I am ... TimeLine takes care to choose interesting plays, then mounts them with a combination of panache and physical dynamism that I find altogether irresistible.”          

                    — Terry Teachout, The Wall Street Journal
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