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                The History Boys

            

    
      by Alan Bennett

directed by Nick Bowling

    

    Chicago Premiere

     Apr 22, 2009 - Oct 19, 2009  


        
          

    

    

    
      
                  

          
             The recipient of more than 30 major awards, including Tony and Olivier awards for Best New Play, The History Boys follows a rambunctious group of clever young men as they pursue higher learning, games, sexual identity and a place at university under the guidance of three wildly different teachers and a headmaster obsessed with results. Set during the 1980s in northern England, it is a hilarious and provocative play about the anarchy of adolescence and the purpose of education — specifically, how history should be taught.

The History Boys premiered in London at the National Theatre’s Lyttelton Theatre in May 2004. It played to sell-out audiences for an extended run before touring to Hong Kong, New Zealand and Sydney, Australia in 2006. The play premiered on Broadway in April 2006 and received six Tony Awards. It has also been adapted into a feature film.

          

                    


                


                    


    

  


		

	


	
  
          
    
      Meet the Artists
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          Learn more about the cast and production team behind the show.
      

      Meet the Artists
      

    
  
    

        
      
        Discussions & Events
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          Join us for post-show discussions and other events featuring special guests close to the story and themes explored in The History Boys.
        

        View All Discussions
        

      
    
            
    
      Explore & Learn
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        Explore & Learn more about The History Boys with an interactive historical timeline, in-depth articles about the historical background, artist interviews and more. 

      


      Explore this Show
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          Nick Bowling  ~  +         
      
      Director    


    	
      
                
          Alan Bennett            
      
      Playwright    
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          Matthew Krause            
      
      Headmaster    
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          Will Allan *   +         
      
      Scripps    
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          Ann Wakefield    ^         
      
      Dorothy Lintot     
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          Andrew Carter    ^         
      
      Irwin    
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          Michael Kingston            
      
      Understudy    
	
      
        [image: ]
        
          Joel Gross            
      
      Dakin    
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          Behzad Dabu *   +         
      
      Akthar    
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          Alex Weisman *   ^         
      
      Posner    
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          Terry Hamilton *   ^         
      
      Headmaster    
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          Yuriy Sardarov            
      
      Akthar    


    	
      
                
          Donald Brearley            
      
      Hector    
	
      
                
          Brad Bukauskas            
      
      Timms    
	
      
                
          Rob Fenton            
      
      Lockwood    
	
      
                
          Govind Kumar            
      
      Crowther    


    	
      
                
          Michael Peters            
      
      Rudge    


            
        
    
            
        

              Production Team
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          Julie Eberhardt            
      
      Props Designer    
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          Keith Parham   # ^         
      
      Lighting Designer    
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          Andrew Hansen    ^         
      
      Sound Design and Original Music    
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          Eva Breneman    ^         
      
      Dialect Coach    
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          Brian Sidney Bembridge   # ^         
      
      Scenic Designer    
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          Mike Tutaj   # ^         
      
      Projections Designer    


    	
      
                
          James Ogden            
      
      Production Manager    
	
      
                
          Bridget Dehl            
      
      Assistant Director    
	
      
                
          Lindsey Pate            
      
      Costume Designer    
	
      
                
          Jo Ann Flores-Deter            
      
      Stage Manager    


    	
      
                
          Cheney Tardio            
      
      Stage Manager    
	
      
                
          Mac Vaughey            
      
      Master Electrician    
	
      
                
          Kristin Eaves            
      
      Assistant Stage Manager/Wardrobe Supervisor    
	
      
                
          Doug Peck            
      
      Music Director    


            
        
    
    
    
    


    
      * Member of Actors Equity Association

      # Member of United Scenic Artists

      ~ Member of Stage Directors and Choreographers Society

      + TimeLine Company Member

      ^ TimeLine Associate Artist

      § TimeLine Playwrights Collective

        

    

 

            
  		      
  		        
              
                
              
            
				
     		   
		     	  Discussions & Events

			  

	            	
	                    Sunday Scholars Series

						May 10, 5:15 pm

					 This one-hour post-show panel discussion features experts on the themes of the play.



	                  Read More
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			A-Level students — (from left) Scripps (Will Allan), Crowther (Govind Kumar), Dakin (Joel Gross), Rudge (Michael Peters), Lockwood (Rob Fenton), Akthar (Behzad Dabu), Timms (Brad Bukauskas) and Posner (Alex Weisman) — find plenty to laugh about during their studies in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere production of THE HISTORY BOYS by Alan Bennett, directed by Nick Bowling.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Dakin (Joel Gross, right) tells his friend Scripps (Will Allan, center) all about his latest romantic adventure, not caring that Posner (Alex Weisman, left) may not be so happy about the details in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere production of THE HISTORY BOYS by Alan Bennett, directed by Nick Bowling.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Hector (Donald Brearley, left) becomes melancholy during a private tutoring session with his student Posner (Alex Weisman, right) in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere production of THE HISTORY BOYS by Alan Bennett, directed by Nick Bowling.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Hector (Donald Brearley, center) teaches his students — (from left) Scripps (Will Allan), Crowther (Govind Kumar), Dakin (Joel Gross), Rudge (Michael Peters), Lockwood (Rob Fenton), Akthar (Behzad Dabu), Timms (Brad Bukauskas) and Posner (Alex Weisman) — in rather unconventional ways in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere production of THE HISTORY BOYS by Alan Bennett, directed by Nick Bowling.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Dakin (Joel Gross, left) confronts his teacher Mr. Irwin (Andrew Carter, right) with a proposition in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere production of THE HISTORY BOYS by Alan Bennett, directed by Nick Bowling.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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                    “Why doesn't New York have more Off-Broadway companies like TimeLine?”                              
              “I can't give you a simple answer to that tricky question, but I can tell you this: The fact that we don't is one of the many reasons why I've come to feel that the Windy City is blowing the Big Apple out of its once-secure spot at the top of America's theatrical tree.

”          

                    — Terry Teachout, The Wall Street Journal
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “We celebrate the past to awaken the future.”                              — John F. Kennedy
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “Intimate, literate theater aimed at those with serious, curious minds.”                              — Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “History: gossip well told.”                              — Elbert Hubbard
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “We learn from history that we learn nothing from history.”                              — George Bernard Shaw
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