
Like “Remember Pearl Harbor,” or “Remember the Maine,” 
images of 9/11 remind the soldiers at Guantanamo with 
headlines like “That’s why we’re here—to defend 
FREEDOM.” When two soldiers from the Joint Task Force 
meet they are supposed to salute while the first says 

“Honor bound” and the second replies “to defend freedom,” 
their motto. 

The word “terrorism” came into use in the late 18th 
century, in the wake of the French Revolution, describing 
the policies of governments enacted against groups of 
citizens to ensure their submission. The term was not in 
widespread use in the U.S. until the 1970s. 

Terrorism does not play by the rules of “gentleman’s war.” 
In October 2001, the U.N. held a week-long “Debate on 
measure to eliminate international terrorism,” and many 
could not agree on a definition for terrorism, producing 
Orwellian circles such as Sir Peter Greenstock’s “Terrorism 
is terrorism…What looks, smells, and kills like terrorism 
is terrorism.” 

“Terrorism first and foremost is a psychological weapon aimed at undermining policies and 
values. It’s a tough balance [between preserving national security and civil rights].” 
 —Frank Cilluffo, director of George Washington University’s Homeland 
 Security Institute and former special assistant to President Bush

“Freedom and fear, justice and cruelty, have always been at war, and we know that 
God is not neutral between them.”  —George W. Bush
 September 20, 2001

“Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety,    
deserve neither Liberty nor Safety.” —Benjamin Franklin, 1755

“One does not fight terrorism by adopting the methods of the terrorist. When one 
does, the terrorist has won a victory, for he has succeeded in undermining some of 
the fundamental values of society.” —Terry Waite
 former Beirut hostage

“If you murder the idea that is America, you have murdered America itself in a way 
that ten thousand 9/11s could never do. No terrorist can destroy the ideals we hold 
dear. Only we can do that.” —William Rivers Pitt

“I ask you to uphold the values of America and remember why so many have come 
here. We’re in a fight for our principles, and our first responsibility is to live by them.”
  —George W. Bush
 September 20, 2001

The term “unlawful combatant” was first used during 
WWII to describe German saboteurs in the U.S. who 
worked in civilian clothes. 

After the State Department’s 2004 report on global 
terrorism received widespread criticism for omitting data 
showing a rise in terrorist incidents, the National 
Counterterrorism Center announced that the number of 
worldwide terrorist attacks in the first half of 2005 was 
3,192. This does not include attacks on U.S. troops in 
Iraq or Afghanistan.

Above (left): Terrorists make use of media attention: at the 
1972 Summer Olympics in Munich, the Black September group 
held nine Israeli athletes hostage. The Palestinian terrorists, the 
hostages, and a policeman all died when German authorities 
tried to take over. Above (right): Britain is no stranger to terror 

tactics. The IRA and 
retaliation Irish loyalist 
groups staged bombings like 
this 1993 attack on the 
London financial district for 
decades. Left: In 1985, 14 
people died in a machine- 
gun attack in Rome’s 
Fiumicino Airport. The 
randomness of civilian 
attacks spreads fear by 

emphasizing the entire population’s vulnerability.

A “new kind of war”? The threat of terror…



Over 9,500 troops are stationed at Camp America, the main 
section of the base at “Gitmo.” Since the first president of 
Cuba, an American citizen, signed the lease in 1903, the 
U.S. has had “complete jurisdiction and control” over the 
territory, but Cuba retains sovereignty. In Donald Rumsfeld’s 
words, it seemed the “least worst place” to detain 
suspected terrorists. 

In January 2002, the first 20 detainees were brought to 
Camp X-Ray, a set of makeshift cages originally constructed to house Haitian boat people 
and Cuban refugees. By the time the construction wing of Halliburton completed Camp 
Delta in April 2002, there were approximately 300 detainees. Former supervisor Major 
General  Miller developed systems of incentives like a graduated housing system; in Delta’s 
Camp Four, cooperative detainees could sleep in communal dorms, play soccer and wear 
white robes. A two-story complex modeled on an Indiana maximum-security prison is 
scheduled to open in June of 2006. 

The U.S. will not reveal even the names of detainees; all information has come from other 
governments, lawyers, and human rights groups. Depending upon who’s asked, the prisoners were 
captured on the battlefield, “the worst of the worst”—or were sold for bounties, guys in the 
“wrong place at the wrong time.”

Left to right: A Muslim chaplain with standard-issue items. In 2003 Guantanamo had only one 
Muslim chaplain, James Yee, who was charged with mishandling classified documents but was 
cleared after months in a military brig; Guards wheel a detainee from Camp X-Ray to 
interrogation. The early guards were terrified of the detainees, as “They’d been told they were 
rabid terrorists, who could rip their throats out,” as the Miami Herald’s Carol Rosenberg explains; 
Prisoners in Camp X-Ray face Mecca for evening prayers; As the Red Cross pointed out in their 
first visit, in many Arab countries red or orange jumpsuits are “a sign that someone is about to 
be put to death”; This painting is part of British artist Lucy Edkins’ Guantanamo series which 
was published in the Tipton Three’s statement and displayed at the London premiere of the play.

“What has happened to our moral sensibility?…Do we think about the inhabitants of 
Guantanamo Bay? What does the media say about them? They pop up occasionally a small 
item on page six.” —Harold Pinter, Nobel acceptance speech, December 2005

“The problem is, there’s no clear alternative to Guantanamo right now. And as long as that’s 
true, they say it’s a waste of time to debate shutting it down.”
 —Joe Johns, CNN Congressional Correspondent

“I think that Guantanamo is an experiment in how you obtain information from people and    
it’s an experiment in whether anyone is going to protest about that.” —Lawyer Gareth Peirce

Clockwise: These unauthorized pictures were leaked 
on Nov. 8, 2002, of prisoners on one leg of their 
flight from Afghanistan to Cuba; Possessions of a 
privileged detainee; Entrance sign to Camp Delta; 
Camp Delta’s standard issue cell is a pre-fab green 
metal box, slightly larger than a king-size bed.

Prisoners fight back in various ways: former translator Erik Saar describes bottles of urine thrown at 
guards. Prisoners have also held hunger strikes to protest their treatment. After a particularly severe 
hunger strike in June-July 2005, the U.S. agreed to bring the center into compliance with the Geneva 
Convention standards. However, once the cameras backed off, mistreatment returned, and a new 
hunger strike began in August. Lawyers report forcible insertion of feeding tubes by riot guards, and 
the same tubes used for multiple detainees without sterilization. The Red Cross is the only NGO 
civilian group to have access to the area where the hunger strikers are held. Their access is 
conditional upon promises of confidentiality. The numbers of hunger strike participants varies 
according to the source. On December 30, 2005 the military reported 84 hunger strikers, 46 having 
joined on Christmas Day. The military designates a hunger striker as someone who refuses nine 
straight meals. Human rights lawyers estimate that over 200 participated at the peak of the strike, on 
Sept. 11, 2005, while the military numbers the peak at 131. 

In October 2003, after much internal debate, the Red Cross broke their silence to report “worrying 
deterioration” in the prisoners’ mental health. One in five was on anti-depressants. In June 2004, 
after repeated denials of “ERFing” (punishment by the “Extreme Reaction Force,” reported to 
include forced shaving, beating, flushing prisoners’ heads down toilets and using pepper spray), 
news broke of a former military policeman and guard who suffered a brain injury while playing the 
role of a detainee in an “ERF” training session. 

As of January 11, 2006 (the fourth anniversary of the arrival of the first detainees): Approximately 
760 prisoners have been at Guantanamo. 180 have been released. 76 have been transferred to the 
custody of other countries. Nine have been charged, and none have been tried. Currently, over 500 
prisoners from an estimated thirty nations remain at Guantanamo.

Sunny Guantanamo Bay, Cuba…



“[Gathering intelligence is] the lifeblood for every facet in the war on terrorism.” 
—Frank Cilluffo, director of George Washington University’s Homeland Security Institute and former special assistant to President Bush.

“We do not torture.” 
—George W. Bush, November 7, 2005. (Hours later, five U.S. Army Rangers in Iraq are charged with assault.)

“Guantanamo is the tip of an iceberg.” 
—Mark Jennings

The U.N. Convention Against Torture defines torture as “any act by which severe pain, whether physical or 
mental, is intentionally inflicted” for information or as punishment. It also requires signatories to prevent 

“cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment which do not amount to torture” (CIDs).
Defense Department investigations demonstrate recurrent use of “waterboarding” (using dripping water 

or a wet towel to suggest suffocation, or holding a prisoner’s head under water to suggest drowning), 
“stress positions” (shackling prisoners in stretched or crouched positions for hours at a time), and “sleep 
management” (known to medieval witchcraft inquisitors as tormentum insomniae, and to the NKVD in 
Stalin’s show trials as “the conveyer belt,” and deplored by the U.S. when used by Chinese soldiers in the 
Korean War).

“The Joint Task Force, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (JTF-GTMO) remains the single 
best repository of al-Qaeda information in the Department of Defense.”   
 —March 2005 Fact Sheet from JTF-GTMO

“[Everything] that I was told was that there was nothing coming out of there 
of any value, nothing.” —Former FBI Agent Jack Cloonan 

“What works in a Chicago police precinct doesn’t work in a war.”
 —Senior Pentagon official, explaining why the FBI had trouble 
 getting info out of al-Qahtani, the alleged “20th hijacker” of 9/11

Intelligence interrogation policy follows the Army Field Manual (FM) 34-52. Ten new classified pages have just been 
added to the Field Manual, last updated in September 1992. FM 34-52 allows 17 methods to approach prisoners, 
including “emotional,” “fear-up” (exploiting real or imagined fears), “pride and ego” (flattery and ego attacks), and 

“futility” (demonstrating powerlessness and hopelessness of the prisoner’s situation). Yet lack of understanding (and 
disagreement) amid changing interpretations, leads to confusion about leeway for “creativity.”

The interrogators have reverse-engineered an Army resistance training called SERE (Survival, Evasion, Resistance, 
Escape). They encourage compliance with interrogators by offering rewards like prayer rugs, chess sets, and Big Macs, 
and stimulate anxiety by “creat[ing] an environment of radical uncertainty,” reported Jane Mayer of The New Yorker 
on July 11, 2005.

In December of 1977, the European Commission on Human Rights found British “interrogation in depth” 
techniques against IRA suspects to be “cruel, inhuman, and degrading,” and breaches of the European Convention on 
Human Rights. Israel’s 1987 Landau Commission issued a report allowing “moderate physical pressure” in 
interrogations. In 1999, the Israeli Supreme Court outlawed extremely coercive interrogation, although human rights 
groups suggest that some brutal techniques have resurged since the start of the second Palestinian intifada.

From Top: A “packaged” prisoner in a stress position; Goggled prisoners 
don’t always know that the dogs “attacking” them are leashed.

“Upholding the rights of the suspect will negate the rights, 
including the very fundamental right to life, of innocent 
victims.” —Oren Gross, law professor and Middle-East expert who 
 advocates “outlaw-and-forgive,” a torture ban with 
 forgiveness for emergency situations. 

Army General Paul Kern testified before the Senate Armed Services Committee to as many as 100 “ghost detainees” in 
Iraq in September 2004. Bisher al-Rawi’s descriptions of incarceration match several other prisoners’ tales of a “dark 
prison” outside of Red Cross access, believed to be operated from 2002 to 2004 outside of Kabul.

Rendition, the policy of moving suspects from one country to another without any hearing, is believed to have 
begun in the Reagan era. After the 1993 attack on the World Trade Center, the Clinton administration reportedly 
authorized “extraordinary rendition,” or the moving of a suspect to a third country. Researchers suspect as many as 
150 people have been “rendered” since 2001, some to countries known to commit humans rights violations.

Europe has shown great outrage at the story of “the invisible universe” of secret CIA prisons, broken by Dana Priest of 
The Washington Post in November 2005. Reports of CIA activity in Europe suggest a “systematic practice of enforced 
disappearance,” says Manfred Nowak, U.N. special rapporteur on torture. They’re called desaparecidos (“the disappeared,” 
named after the vanishing kidnap victims of Latin America).

“The issue is dying out. The public has had its referendum.”
 —John C. Yoo, after Alberto Gonzales’ confirmation for Attorney General

Intelligence and Interrogation.



“No Freeman shall be taken, or imprisoned…but by lawful Judgment of his 
Peers, or by the Law of the Land.” —Magna Carta, 1215

“No person shall…be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law…” —5th Amendment to the U.S. Bill of Rights

“They’re not being detained for criminal prosecution. They’re being detained 
to be kept off the battlefield.”
 —Major Jane Boomer, a spokeswoman for the Office of Military Commissions

“The executive branch will not pull back unless it has to. Because if it pulls 
back unilaterally and another attack occurs, it will get blamed.”
 —Former U.S. Justice Dept. lawyer

“Before any disciplinary award is pronounced, the accused shall be given precise information regarding 
the offences of which he is accused, and given an opportunity of explaining his conduct and of defending 
himself. He shall be permitted, in particular, to call witness and have recourse, if necessary, to the 
services of a qualified interpreter.” — Geneva Article 96

“States must ensure that any measures taken to combat terrorism comply with all their obligations under 
international law.” —United Nations Security Council Resolution 1566

“All Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby.”
 —Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution

“One of their greatest achievements [of American Revolutionary War leaders] was to manage the war in a 
manner that was true to the expanding humanitarian ideals of the American Revolution…John Adams 
argued that human treatment of prisoners and deep concern for civilian populations not only reflected 
the American Revolution’s highest ideals, they were a moral and strategic requirement.”
 —Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

“I’m filing this lawsuit because I believe in the American system of justice.” 
—Khaled el-Masri, a German citizen who was held in Macedonia and Afghanistan from Dec. 2003–May 2004, allegedly because the CIA thought he was someone else.

“The fact that a person who committed an act which constitutes a crime under 
international law acted as Head of State or responsible Government official 
does not relieve him from responsibility under international law.”
 —Nuremberg Principle III

Since declaring a “war on terror” in 2001, the Bush administration has fought several international, 
national, and internal battles over the rules of engagement. The rules that normally govern wartime 
behavior toward prisoners include U.S. civil law, the 1986 U.N. Convention Against Torture (adopted 
by the U.S. in 1994), and the Geneva Conventions. The 1929 Geneva Convention was modeled on 
Lincoln’s 1863 code of conduct for the humane treatment of prisoners of war. The Geneva 
Conventions state that prisoners of war must be “treated humanely,” and prohibit “outrages upon 
personal dignity” (Article 3). Rules also govern quality of living conditions and allow the sending 
and receiving of mail. POWs may not be held in “close confinement,” such as cells or cages (Article 
21). POWs when interrogated are only required to disclose name, rank, and serial number (Article 17).

Terrorism is not codified in international law on war crimes—and conspiracy, the charge leveled 
again Salim Hamdan and others, has not been defined a war crime by international consensus, or by 
the U.S. Congress. At Nuremberg, a Pentagon proposal to file conspiracy charges against German foot 
soldiers was criticized by the Roosevelt administration for deemphasizing the indictments of the Nazi 
leaders. The U.S. is the only nation to have been condemned for international terrorism by the World 
Court; the most-cited case is the funding and training of the contras in Nicaragua.

In June 2004, the Supreme Court ruled in Rasul v. Bush that detainees have the right to file 
writs of habeas corpus challenging their detentions in U.S. courts. In response, the Pentagon 
convened their own CSRTs (Combatant Status Review Tribunals). This spring, the Supreme Court 
will hear Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, which will determine the constitutionality of the CSRTs, in the 
case of Salim Hamdan, a Yemeni detainee who was allegedly once Osama bin Laden’s driver.

The Pentagon plans to judge the detainees in military commissions. Some of the 186 
currently pending habeas corpus hearings have been frozen, as judges determine whether the 
December 2005 Detainee Treatment Act applies to previously filed petitions.

“The power of the Executive to cast a man into prison without formulating 
any charge known to the law, and particularly to deny him the judgment 
of his peers, is in the highest degree odious, and is the foundation of all 
totalitarian government.”
 —Winston Churchill, on the 1943 decision to release Nazi sympathizer Sir Oswald Mosley

From Top: British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair with President George W. Bush; 
The Commission Room for Hearings at 
Guantanamo Bay.

Laws: “A state of war is not a blank check…” —Justice Sandra Day O’Connor



1 8 9 8 —
At the end of the Spanish-American War, the U.S. establishes naval presence in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba.

F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 0 3 —
The U.S. leases 45 square miles of land and water at Guantanamo Bay.

F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 4 2 —
FDR signs Executive Order 9066, authorizing the 
internment of over 100,000 Japanese-Americans, to 

“prevent sabotage.” 

1 9 4 2 —
In Ex Parte Quirin, the Supreme Court upholds a 
decision by President Franklin to try Nazi saboteurs by 
a military commission. 

1 9 4 9 —
The fourth Geneva Convention extends and codifies international agreement on treatment of 
specific populations during wartime, including prisoners of war.

1 9 5 0 —
In Johnson v. Eisenberger, the Supreme Court rules that the federal court system did not have 
jurisdiction to hear cases filed by enemy aliens who had been seized and held outside of U.S. 
territory. 

1 9 7 9 – 1 8 9 8
In Afghanistan, mujahideen (Islamic guerillas) fight against the occupying U.S.S.R, with 

financial assistance from the U.S. After the Soviets withdraw, 
civil war breaks out in Afghanistan. 

1 9 8 9
Al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden (left), splits from its 
Afghan-focused parent-group and extends its vision to a 
worldwide fundamentalist violent movement. 

O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 8 9 —
The Guildford Four, accused of an IRA pub bombing, are released 
after 15 years in a London prison, when an investigator proves that 
police had tampered with evidence. The Four claimed that they had 
been tortured by police until they made false confessions. Guildford 
(and now Guantanamo) lawyer Gareth Peirce (right) is played by 
actress Emma Thompson when the story becomes the film In the 
Name of the Father. 

1 9 9 8 —
Al-Qaeda attacks U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania with suicide bombs (left). 

S e p t e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 0 1 —
Assistant Attorney General John Yoo recalls the first 
thing discussed after the attack: “What did this mean 
legally and in terms of the powers of the government?”

S e p t e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 0 1 —
Congress passes a Joint Resolution for “Use of 

Force”—broad powers for the president in prevention as well as punishment of terrorism.
 

O c t o b e r ,  2 0 0 1 —
Ruhel Ahmed and two friends find themselves in the middle of war on their way to Pakistan for 
a wedding, are captured and taken by American Special Forces to Kandahar.

O c t o b e r ,  2 0 0 1 —
Jamal al-Harith (left) is arrested by the Taliban in Pakistan, where he 
has gone for a religious retreat. After the fall of the Taliban, 
Red Cross officials work to contact the British Embassy to get him 
home. Before his flight, however, American Special Forces arrive 
and take him to Kandahar, where he remains until his removal to Cuba 
in February 2002. 

O c t o b e r  7 ,  2 0 0 1 —
U.S. begins aerial bombings of terrorist training camps and Taliban 
military positions in Afghanistan.

O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 0 1 —
CENTCOM directs the military to apply the Geneva Conventions to Prisoners of War in 
Afghanistan.

O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 0 1 —
Congress adopts the U.S.A. Patriot Act to provide “appropriate tools required to intercept and 
obstruct terrorism.”

D e c e m b e r  2 7 ,  2 0 0 1 —
Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld describes the U.S. Naval Base “Gitmo” as the “least worst” place 
to hold detainees.

J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 0 2 —
Camp X-Ray’s open metal cages receive the first detainees, including 
Ruhel Ahmed (right). Donald Rumsfeld holds a press conference to 
explain the “unlawful combatant” status. 

J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 2 —
Moazzam Begg (left) is seized from his house in Islamabad, 
Pakistan at 3 AM.

J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  2 0 0 2 —
The Red Cross visits Camp X-Ray for the first time. Some but 
not all of their extensive concerns are addressed.

F e b r u a r y  7 ,  2 0 0 2 —
President Bush decides that Taliban and Al-Qaeda prisoners will not be entitled to Geneva protections.

F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 0 2 —
Jamal al-Harith arrives in Guantanamo.

F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 0 2 —
Almost two-thirds of detainees go on a hunger strike to protest a rule against turbans in the 
first organized act of defiance. U.S. officials decide to allow the turbans. 

A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 2 —
The more permanent and somewhat cleaner Camp Delta replaces Camp X-Ray.

M a y ,  2 0 0 2 —
Chicago-born Jose Padilla is arrested at O’Hare Airport.

A u g u s t  1 ,  2 0 0 2 —
Assistant Attorney General Jay S. Bybee sends White House Counsel Alberto Gonzales a memo 
defining only acts that intentionally result in severe physical injury as torture. 

S e p t e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 0 2 —
John Ashcroft announces new immigration registration requirements for non-citizens from 
primarily Arab countries. Hundreds of people are arrested when they come to register, or rounded 
up when they do not. 

O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  2 0 0 2 —
Four detainees—three Afghans and a Pakistani—are released.

N o v e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 0 2 —
General Geoffrey Miller institutes “rewards” systems and narrows the distinction between guards 
and interrogators. 

N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 0 2 —
Wahab and Bisher al-Rawi and their business partners are arrested by local intelligence in Banjul, 
Gambia. 

D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 0 2 —
Donald Rumsfeld approves harsher interrogation techniques at the request of frustrated interrogators.

J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 0 3 —
After Navy counsel expresses “reservations,” Donald Rumsfeld rescinds blanket permission of the 
most extreme interrogation techniques—although he still allows for case-by-case petition.

F e b r u a r y  5 ,  2 0 0 3 —
Colin Powell announces that Saddam Hussein offered al Qaeda chemical and biological weapons. 
The information’s source: Ibn Shaykh al-Libi, who later recanted the information, given in 
coercive interrogation

F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 0 3 —
The media reports that Moazzam Begg is now a detainee at Guantanamo Bay. 

M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3 —
Bisher al-Rawi is moved from Bagram to Cuba.

M a r c h  1 1 ,  2 0 0 3 —
A federal appeals court rules that the detainees have no legal rights in the United States.

M a r c h  1 9 ,  2 0 0 3 —
Operation Iraqi Freedom begins.

J u l y  2 ,  2 0 0 3 —
President Bush designates six detainees eligible for military tribunals—the first since World War II. 

J u l y  1 8 ,  2 0 0 3 —
The U.S. agrees to suspend the threat of secret military hearings against the nine Britons being 
held pending talks between the two nations.

A u g u s t  3 1 ,  2 0 0 3 —
Gen. Geoffrey Miller goes to Abu Ghraib to “Gitmoize” it by importing interrogation techniques 
developed at Guantanamo.

S e p t e m b e r  ,  2 0 0 3 —
The suicide attempt total among detainees reaches 32. 
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