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                The Children's Hour

            

    
      by Lillian Hellman

directed by Nick Bowling

    

    
     Oct 31, 2006 - Dec 17, 2006  


        
          

    

    

    
      
                  

          
             Inspired by a 19th-century legal case, Lillian Hellman’s landmark drama premiered in 1934 to great acclaim amid tremendous controversy — the play was initially banned in several major cities and the Pulitzer committee refused to attend.

When an angry student accuses two female boarding school teachers of having an affair, the results are devastating. As their lives fall apart, the women struggle to clear their stained reputations amidst a flurry of attacks and questions about the basis of the allegations. Director Nick Bowling delivers a bold, innovative staging of this provocative classic.

          

                    


                


                    


    

  


		

	


	
  
          
    
      Meet the Artists
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          Learn more about the cast and production team behind the show.
      

      Meet the Artists
      

    
  
    

        
      
        Discussions & Events
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          Join us for post-show discussions and other events featuring special guests close to the story and themes explored in The Children's Hour.
        

        View All Discussions
        

      
    
            
    
      Explore & Learn
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        Explore & Learn more about The Children's Hour with an interactive historical timeline, in-depth articles about the historical background, artist interviews and more. 

      


      Explore this Show
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          Nick Bowling  ~  +         
      
      Director    


        
      
    
            
        

              Cast
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          Ann Wakefield    ^         
      
      Avis and Madame      
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          Mechelle Moe    +         
      
      Karen    


    	
      
                
          Sean Sullivan            
      
      Dr.JosephCardin    


            
        
    
            
        

              Production Team
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          Brian Sidney Bembridge   # ^         
      
      Scenic Designer    
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          Eva Breneman    ^         
      
      Dialect Coach    


    	
      
                
          Jesse Klug   #         
      
      Lighting Designer    
	
      
                
          Lindsey Pate            
      
      Costume Designer    
	
      
                
          Lara Musard            
      
      Properties Designer    
	
      
                
          Seth Vermilyea            
      
      Production Manager    


    	
      
                
          Jennifer Martin            
      
      Stage Manager    


            
        
    
    
    
    


    
      * Member of Actors Equity Association

      # Member of United Scenic Artists

      ~ Member of Stage Directors and Choreographers Society

      + TimeLine Company Member

      ^ TimeLine Associate Artist

      § TimeLine Playwrights Collective

        

    

 

            
  		      
  		        
              
                
              
            
				
     		   
		     	  Discussions & Events

			  

	            	
	                    Sunday Scholars Series

						November 19, 4:00 pm

					 This one-hour post-show panel discussion features experts on the themes of the play.



	                  Read More
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			Lily Mortar (Mary O’Dowd, from left) and Karen Wright (Mechelle Moe) confront Mary Tilford (Zanny Laird) about a lie in TimeLine Theatre Company’s production of Lillian Hellman’s THE CHILDREN’S HOUR.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Mary Tilford (Zanny Laird, from left), Evelyn Munn (Natalie Watts), Rosalie Wells (Laura Noigebauer), Catherine (Olivia Cygan), Helen Burton (Rayna Ben-Zeev) and Peggy Rogers (Mia Akers) are students at the Wright-Dobie School for Girls in TimeLine Theatre Company’s production of Lillian Hellman’s THE CHILDREN’S HOUR.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
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			Martha Dobie (Halena Kays, standing) and Karen Wright (Mechelle Moe) confront the rumors circulating about them in TimeLine Theatre Company’s production of Lillian Hellman’s THE CHILDREN’S HOUR.			Photo by Lara Goetsch
		

      
    

	
  
 
  View Full Gallery




  
  



	

			

		

	



	
		
			
							

		

	


	

        
              

    


  
  
  
	     

    
  		
        
                    “People tend to forget that the word 'history' contains the word 'story.'”                              — Ken Burns
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “Why doesn't New York have more Off-Broadway companies like TimeLine?”                              
              “I can't give you a simple answer to that tricky question, but I can tell you this: The fact that we don't is one of the many reasons why I've come to feel that the Windy City is blowing the Big Apple out of its once-secure spot at the top of America's theatrical tree.

”          

                    — Terry Teachout, The Wall Street Journal
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “We learn from history that we learn nothing from history.”                              — George Bernard Shaw
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “One of the classiest and most consistently talented ensembles on the Off-Loop theatre scene.”                              — Newcity
        

        
        

  		


  	
  		
        
                    “Those who don't know history are destined to repeat it.”                              — Edmund Burke
        

        
        

  		


  	    

  
    
      	On Stage
	NOW PLAYING: Notes From the Field
	Our 2023-2024 Season
	Our 2024-2025 Season
	Calendar
	TimeLine South
	TimePieces Readings
	Living History Education
	Playwrights Collective
	Past Productions



	Tickets
	Get Tickets
	Calendar
	THE TIMELINE FLEXPASS
	FlexPass Reservations
	Groups & Discounts
	MyLine (age 18-35)
	Tickets FAQ
	Gift Subscriptions



	Plan Your Visit
	Directions & Parking
	Local Dining
	Accessibility
	Seating & Services
	Health and Safety



	Support Us
	Make a Donation
	Ways to Donate
	Step Into Time Gala
	New Home in Uptown
	Individual Giving
	Institutional Giving



	Explore & Learn
	Explore NOTES
	The TimeLine Experience
	Behind the ‘Line Blog



	About
	About TimeLine
	Antiracism Statement
	News
	People
	Work with Us
	Press Room
	Plans & Documents
	Contact Us




    


  	
  		773.281.8463 (TIME) | TimeLine Theatre Company | 615 West Wellington Ave | Chicago, IL 60657

  	 	© 2024 TimeLine Theatre. "TIMELINE" is a registered trademark of TimeLine Theatre. All Rights Reserved. Privacy Policy.
            

      
  	

  







		



